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COLORED PUBLISHING HOUSE.

T he Decision of The Colored American in
Favor of the Baptist Concern Based
Upon Facts.

For several weeks past ccnziderable
discussion has been ca'ried on by t*he
friencs of the varicus cclored publish
ing houses and each bas attempted to
show the superiority of one over that of
the others. Whil: we arz glad to see
evidences of what promises to te a deep
interest to be taken in this deparument
of our churches—a work in which we
ourselves are deeply interesed and have
had some experience, we are equaily
anxious that in & compsrison, most
honor to whom most bonor is dae
should be sccorded, and feel it our duty
t) proffzr a few facts for cHrrsidsration
by fsir-miaded individuals, In the
very outeet, hocwever, we must confess
it has never been our good fortune to
vigit the Z on Publiehing House and 1n
our discussion we shali be guided by
what we have actually seen on ore
hand, as against the ¢laims of frends
and quality and quantity «f work exe
cuted on the other.

In deferse of its house The Star of
Zion quotes an utterance of Bishop
Walters, which isexceedingiyirrelevant
if not immaterial viz. that the Zwon
House leads 1n both size and value.
While we agree with The Christian Re
corder that more is o be coveted in
quality worth than quantity promi-
nence, we might ccncede to the Zion
Houese both s1ze and valueand the real
quaestion to our mind wou!d still be ur-
settled. It is only a few monibs ago
that we read in The Star that the deep

bishop, presiding elcer snd pastor to
use only ite literature.

We do not wish 1o detract one iota
frcm the succeéss of the Zien House,
They aro certsinly doing a grard work.
Their plant cowusists of e¢slinder press
iwo job presres, psper cui.ter, ergine,
stitcher, folder acd a gooa supply of
fairly goed iype. They give employ-
ment to abeut twenty- two fairly we l
raid employees, They do all k:inds of
printing from a n°wepsype: to & 150 page
pampbl:t, _

The Baptist House, though scarcely
four years old gives work to more Lthan
forty well e-mpeneated employees,
ves'des its ap;rentices, superintended
by one of the best colored printers in
the country at a salary of §18 per week,
has a telephone syst: ;2 throughout the
buildivg, well Jighted by its own eiectri-
cal plant and best of all bas never been
embarrassed on a pay day by an in-
abili'y to pay every employee every
cent due him. There printing plant
consists of two c¢jlinders presses and
two jobbers of the best make, engine,
three ctitchers, folder, ste:m cutier,
complete bindery, etc. all encomypassed
in a fine three etory buiiding on o1 e of
the principal streets in the center of a
city 1'ke Nashville, printing anything
that can be printed. Can The BSlar
honestly say the Zion Putlishing
House equsls this? We think not
Thouzh the writer remembers working
on quarterlies ten years ago on whicha
were stumped the imprint of the Zion
Pablishing Hourse, it wiil be noticed we
haye made no effort to bring the exi--
tence of the two houzes into play, The
nouse—the Suaday 8:hool Uaion for

ditehes and diiapidated buildirgs that
have been an eyesore fo friends of the
Publishing House so long sr2 being

which we then worged he2s long since
been destroyed by fire of an exceed . ng~
iy questionarl: origin and dropped out

filled in and removed and replaced by
beautifvl two story structures. W han
we think of this expressicn, of the.
qusliiy and gqusntity of work executed,
supported too by the information |
which, as a careful reader of 1he Star.
we bave received of the size of this
plant, we carnot help a-k if there
are not several huudred acres of l1ind
with borses and catile connected with
the above named plsct, which, while
enharpeing 1is financial value, increases
its worth as a pubiishing houre not in
the leas:. If such is the case then we
g¢&n fee upon wriat grouncs Bishop
Waltirs could make tie statemerg
atiributed to him.

The ¢laim made by The Star as te
the valoe of 118 plantifl eated in some
city like Washington c¢r Nashvilie is
exceedingly ludicrcus Are we not left
to believe by circumstances that, if lo
cated in either of the above places some
oune else would have been the proud
possessor of thoir binlding? We are re-
minded of the fsrmer who, acvised by
a porthern genil-man tha! his potatoes,
if sold in New York, wou'd bring twice
the amount he received, remarked:
**Yes; gol darn, and I guess if I had a
bucket of water in heli 1 counld get $1 a
drink 7 The Star 1s either igneorant of
facts or has resor'ed tc the lowest po-
litical methods when it deelires that
the Baptist House is aided by the
whites. If it considers the aid given
the DBaptist denomination by the
northern whites and indirect help to
the Publishing Hcuse it is certainly
mistaken. As a matter of fact this is
its greatest drawback, since the ac-
ceptance on the part of the church of
these giits cani=s a moral obligaiion st
least to use the literainre of the Ameri_
can Baptist Pablicaticn Society (white.)
Thus we have on one hand & houss ex-
ieting by & srpjort purely opitionegl
while cn the other & hou«e f 8 denomi

of toe race. We might, of course, re-
sort to T'ns Stars manner of reasoning
and assart that if the $6 000 debt we
are relicbly informed Lr Chappelle
found over the buiiding &t Nashville

' (the reporis of the ex--ecretary about

its being free from deict notwith:tand-
ing) were l.quidated and the builaing
situated in Washington, the A M K.
would cutstrip the oth:r3sin both size
and value. I am forced to say how-
ever, that afier nearly twernty years ex

istence during which time we have
raised more than $50 000 besides the
orofits from the sale of literature put-
lished by white houses, we lave abso

lately nothing to show. Iao conclusion
we wish to say that being an A. M. E

we have nothing sagains: the Baptist
nor Z on house and what we have saic
is oniy said in interest of the truth, We
earpestiy hope that much good instead
of the ili-feeling of which Dr, Johnson
speaks w:li be the outeome of this dis-

cussion.
Yours for fairness,
IRA T. BRYANT.
City.

—_———————
Prof. R, R. Wright in Town.

Prof. R R. Wright, president of the
Norms! and Industrial School of Col
lege, Ga. is & vieitcr in this city. He
read a mcet inleresting psper befor.
the Bethel Literary and Historic.l As-
sociation last Tuesday night and on
Wednesday he met the Industri-1 Con -
mission and submitted most valuabl.
facts in regard to ““Negro Farm Labor
in Georgia.”” Prof Wright has msds »
study of the econom'e and industrial
questions which pertain tothe race a. ¢
no man in Georgia is better prepared
to foraish the commis-ion ey?
dence ihan he is. The paper whicn
he read before the Bethel Litersry S -

‘ciety i~ euch ap interesting one that it

will printed in tul in the next issue cf

The Coiored American with a fire por

psaticn where the scheo!s are forced by/ trait ot Prof. Wright,
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Furniture.buying is easy on Credit,

Go-carts and Carriages,

It is difficult to say which are bhancsomest and most grace.
ful in design this season. We are now showing a magnificent
stock of both—embedying the very newest improvements Tie
upholsteries are rich, and prices are lower than ever before,
Take your choice of them ali on CREDIT. We will arranee
the péymeuts to suit your convenience—weekly or monthjy—_
no notes or interest. 1f the house needs brightening up a little,
get the furniture here. And tbe crockery—and the gas range,
We are complete furnishers—through aud through. The ey

Mattings are ready when you are.

)
Grogan's -,

817-819-821-823 BSeventh Btreet N W,
Retween H and 1 Streets.
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Where will you spend the summer? The best place, the most popalar
place, and the place where you will meet yeur iriends and evervbody » at
Atlantic City, N. J. When you go there you do not be crowded up in a lit
tle two by four room, but you wanta big airy room with up-todate hotel
i accommodations. The Hotel Dale, a cut of which is given above, is by sll
odds the biggest, largest, and most complete hotel for the accommodation of
colored people in Atlantic City. Itis elegantly furnished, centrally located,
and its cafe and buffet arrangements are up to date, It is popular with the
traveling public and the best people of the race in the United States have been
1ts zuests. The books are now open for dates, and jarties who contemplale
spencing a few days, a few weeks, or a longer period at Atlantic City should
write in advance fr rates and particulars  Address, '

E. W. DALE,
Hotel Dale, Atlantic City, N. J.
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{ READ THIS BOOK!!

“THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE NA-
TIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE”

Which held its first convention in Boston, Mass., Augzust 23-24, IQO0.
; BOOKER T. WASHINGTON. President and Founder.

-
'

This convention was the first National Convention of

ed business men ever held in this or any cother country. kEvery

s line of business was represented: the fﬁrmer, the banker, the

educator, the doctor, the lawyer, the manufacturer, the author,

s the merchant and rulers of municipalities. The addresses dcl

'i i ered and papers read are all in this book besides over fiftv
|

<

| of delegates and others, which makes it a valuable souveni
the convention.
BOUND IN CLOTH ONLY.

Send Express or Postoffice Money Order to

J. R. HAMM,

|

PRICE, $1.00.

PUBLISHER, 46 HOWARD S7T., BOSTON, MASS.
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